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the Holy Land and proceeded to Damascus.
Here they met Abd-el-Kader, the last Sultan
of Algeria, who made the final stand against
the French when they were extending their
rule over that province. In later years he did
good service to the Christian inhabitants of
Damascus by saving their lives in a tumult
during which over two thousand people
perished.
The party was not able to visit the famous
cedars of Lebanon, as the time was growing
short, and they were due to join their ship
again by March 6. The itinerary had been
so admirably drawn up and the travelling
arrangements so excellent that they were
never a day behind at any place, so that
naval discipline and punctuality were still
with them even on land. The Princes had
thoroughly enjoyed their life in tents, and
were as hard and strong as possible after it,
but still they express their pleasure at the
sensation of home-coming which they felt
when once more on board.
They sailed past Cyprus and Crete and the
"fair Attic shore," and stopped to visit the
King of Greece and to see some of the wonders
of Athens. On leaving Phalerum Roads the
Bacchante and her consort fell in with the
Mediterranean Fleet, so that a general feeling